
The Human Heart Exposed 
2 Samuel 12:1-7 

2 Samuel 12:1-7 NKJV, 1 Then the LORD sent Nathan to David. And he came to 
him, and said to him: "There were two men in one city, one rich and the other 
poor. 2 "The rich man had exceedingly many flocks and herds. 3 "But the poor 
man had nothing, except one little ewe lamb which he had bought and 
nourished; and it grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his 
own food and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was like a 
daughter to him. 4 "And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take 
from his own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for the wayfaring 
man who had come to him; but he took the poor man's lamb and prepared it 
for the man who had come to him." 5 So David's anger was greatly aroused 
against the man, and he said to Nathan, "As the LORD lives, the man who has 
done this shall surely die! 6 "And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because 
he did this thing and because he had no pity." 7 Then Nathan said to David, 
"You are the man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel: 'I anointed you king over 
Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 

“True worth is in being, not seeming,— In doing, each day that goes by, Some 
little good—not in dreaming Of great things to do by and by. For whatever 
men say in their blindness, And spite of the fancies of youth, There’s nothing so 
kingly as kindness, And nothing so royal as truth…” —Alice Cary 

1.) The Lord Sees all 

Verse 1, “Then the Lord sent Nathan to David…” 

2 Samuel 11:27, “...But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord.” 

Isaiah 40:12-17 NKJV - 12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His 
hand, Measured heaven with a span And calculated the dust of the earth in a 
measure? Weighed the mountains in scales And the hills in a balance? 13 Who 
has directed the Spirit of the LORD, Or as His counselor has taught Him? 14 
With whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him, And taught Him in 
the path of justice? Who taught Him knowledge, And showed Him the way of 
understanding? 15 Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, And are 
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counted as the small dust on the scales; Look, He lifts up the isles as a very 
little thing. 16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, Nor its beasts sufficient for 
a burnt offering. 17 All nations before Him are as nothing, And they are 
counted by Him less than nothing and worthless. 

Isaiah 40:27 NKJV - 27 Why do you say, O Jacob, And speak, O Israel: "My way is 
hidden from the LORD, And my just claim is passed over by my God"? 

2 Samuel 12:12,  “For you did it secretly…” 

Psalm 139:11-12 NKJV - 11 If I say, "Surely the darkness shall fall on me," Even the 
night shall be light about me; 12 Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You, 
But the night shines as the day; The darkness and the light are both alike to 
You. 

Psalm 19:12-13 NKJV - 12 Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from 
secret faults. 13 Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; Let them 
not have dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless, And I shall be innocent 
of great transgression. 

Psalm 139:23-24 NKJV - 23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and 
know my anxieties; 24 And see if there is any wicked way in me, And lead me 
in the way everlasting. 

2.) The Lord Rules Over all 

Verse 1, “Then the Lord sent Nathan to David…” 

Verse 7, “Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man!…” 

Application: Sin is Insanity 

3.) We Don’t See All: Only What We Want To See 

“The human heart has so many crannies where vanity hides, so many holes 
where falsehood works, is so decked out with deceiving hypocrisy, that it often 
dupes itself.” —John Calvin 

“Whenever you find a man who says he does not believe in a real Right and 
Wrong, you will find the same man going back on this a moment later. He 
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may break his promise to you, but if you try breaking one to him he will be 
complaining ‘It’s not fair’ before you can say Jack Robinson.” —C.S. Lewis 

Ephesians 5:7-16 NKJV - 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. 8 For you 
were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 
9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 
finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even 
to speak of those things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things 
that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes 
manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the 
dead, And Christ will give you light." 15 See then that you walk circumspectly, 
not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

4.) We Will Give an Account for Every Thought, Word, and Deed. 

1 Corinthians 4:1-4 NKJV - 1 Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and 
stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover it is required in stewards that one 
be found faithful. 3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged 
by you or by a human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4 For I know of 
nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who judges me is 
the Lord. 

Application: The Lord Will Judge Me
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